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the Government did not lay a sacrilegious hand.
The first measure was quite properly the disestab-
lishment and disendowment of the Irish Church
on which the election had been won. This passed
through the House of Commons triumphantly, to
be amended out of all substance in the House of
Lords. On the amendments Gladstone refused to
yielda in spite of immense pressure from the
Court, the House of Lords, the Church, and a
body of his own supporters. Gladstone, when
occasion arose, was always willing to negotiate.
But he also knew when to stand firm, and he stood
firm now though the last thing he could haxre
wished was a quarrel with the Lords. His
instinct was justified. At the last moment the
Lords collapsed, and he then threw them- a little
money to save their faces. He had gambled and
won. In 1870, he passed the great Education
Act, which made education universal. With the
drafting of this measure he had little to do per-
sonally, but, by allowing public money to swell
the funds of Church schools, he quarrelled with a
large section of his Nonconformist supporters, who,
with great ingratitude, abstained, in considerable
numbers, from voting in 1874. The Ballot Act
was passed after it had once been rejected by the
House of Lords. College and University offices
were thrown open to Nonconformists at Oxford
and Cambridge, and open compeution, without
prior nomination, was introduced into all branches
of the Civil Service, except the Foreign Office.